Delivery outcome in women who used drugs for migraine during pregnancy with special reference to sumatriptan.
To evaluate delivery outcome in women who used drugs for migraine during pregnancy with special reference to sumatriptan. The safety of the use of drugs for migraine during pregnancy is not established. Using the Swedish Medical Birth Registry which contains information on drug use reported by women at the first antenatal visit, 912 infants (born in 905 deliveries) whose mothers had used drugs for migraine were identified, the majority of whom (n = 658) had used sumatriptan. These women differed from the general population of women who had delivered by being older and more often of first parity, but they had similar smoking habits. Slightly more often, the infants were preterm, and they had a birth weight less than 2500 g; neither of these effects were statistically significant. There seemed to be no difference between infants exposed to sumatriptan and those exposed to other drugs used for migraine. No increase in the rate of congenital malformations was seen. The data indicate that use of sumatriptan in early pregnancy does not result in a large increase in teratogenic risk, but do not rule out the possibility of a moderate increase in risk for a specific birth defect.